MAXIMILIAN
THE DREAMER
CHAPTER  I
THE   HOLY BOMAIST  EMPIRE
The meaning and value of Maximilian's title " JRomanorum Imperator semper Augustus "—Descent of the Holy Roman Empire from the Dominion of the Caesars—A brief review of the " Decline and Fall " which left Rome the centre of the religious power of the Church—Influence of the Emperor Constantine—Invasion of the Goths—The coming of Charlemagne—The story of his successors—Emperor and Pope—Pope Gregory VII triumphs, 1273—The Hapsburgs enter on the scene— Visionary hopes of Dante—The secret of the Church's power in the Middle Ages.
BY way of introduction to the history of the Emperor Maximilian I, it may be well to explain the meaning and value of his stately title : " Romanorum Imperator semper Augustus." These words carry on a splendid tradition: the descent of the Holy Roman Empire from the world-wide dominion of a Caesar Augustus.
I need not dwell here upon the familiar and enthralling story of the "Decline and Fall'" of the mighty Empire of Borne, when the pride of imperialorrow, in defeat and in glory, with his people.
